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Decision re: James S. Brunton; by Faul G. Deabling, Acting
Comptroller General.

Issue Area: Personnel Management ard Compensation: Compensation
(305) 8

Contact: Office af the General CouLsel: Civilian Personnel.
Budget Function: General Government: Central Perhonnel

Management (805).

A Federal employee requested reconsideration of a
decision regarding his claim for additional travel expenses
which held that the constructive per diem must be based upon
lodging for 3 nights. In view of new evidence submitte3,
constructive per die. may be based on lodging for 4 nights. The
prior decision was modified accordingly. (Luthor/SC)
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DIGEST: EmpLoyee requests reconsideration of prior decision
that constructive per dica must be based upon lodging

for 3 nights. In view of new evidence submitt2d, we
concuir that constructive per diem may be based upon
lodging for 4 nights. flatter of JAimes S. Brunton.
D-168857, March 24, 1977, modified.

This actiun is ti 'response to h request for reconbideration

from Mr. James S. Bruitou of our decision Matter of JaInds S. Brriinton,
B-168857, March 24, 19i7, concerning his claim for additional travel

cCpenses.

The facts in this case art fully set forth in our prior decision

and will not he repeated except uhere pertinent. In submitting his

Claim Mr. nruht(h had claimed 3 nights lodging plus 1 night with
relatives in determining his actpal per diem but he had 'claimed

lodging for 4 nlghtiC in deteri.fning the constructive cost of per diem.

In our prior decision we ,old ehat absent an Explanation from the
ep'1loyc6Te wi4ould'accept the agency's determination that his constructive

per diem be, based on lodging for 2 nights. Mr. Brunton has requested

reconsideration of that part of our 'decision on the basis that if he
had trav'led by comnon carrier he would rot nave been able to sprind

the fourth night with his relatives who live ,ome 100 miles from' his

temporary duty station. The agency concurs 16ith this explanation,

and we hold, therefore, that Mr. Brunton's constructive per diem

for 4-1/4 days may be based upon lodgingtcostti for 4 nights, or $31

per diem. It appears that Mr. BruntUn's claim for actual per diem

was for 4-1/2 days at $27 per day, or $121.50, but his reimbursenLent

was limited to the amount cif constructive per diem as first computed,

.114.75. Since we conclude that his constructive per diem should

be computed at. 4-1/4 days 8t $3'. per day, or $131.75, Mr. Brunton

is entitled to the Lull amount .-W'h',s actual per diem, $121.50, and

may be reimbursed the difference between $121.50 and $114.75 or

$o.75. Our prior decision is hereby modift .

Acting Comptroller General
of the United States
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